University Postgraduate Fellowships SCHEME (2014-15)

University Postgraduate Fellowships are awarded to competitively selected new full-time PhD students who have excellent academic records.  To raise the University’s research profile and increase its ranking among the top universities in the world, it is important for the University to expand the size of its research postgraduate population.  This Postgraduate Fellowships scheme was first introduced in 2007 and serves the purpose of attracting high-calibre applicants from around the world for admission to our various PhD programmes.  To date, 289 outstanding students have been awarded the fellowships.  

The University Postgraduate Fellowships Scheme is generously supported by several donors and the Fellowships awarded to awardees are funded by The University of Hong Kong Foundation for Educational Development and Research (‘HKU Foundation’), the Jessie & George Ho Charitable Foundation, Dr Lee Shau Kee, and the Philip K H Wong Foundation, carrying the following names respectively:

· HKU Foundation Postgraduate Fellowships

· Jessie Ho Memorial Postgraduate Fellowships

· Lee Shau Kee Postgraduate Fellowships

· Philip K H Wong Foundation Postgraduate Fellowships
HKU Foundation Postgraduate Fellowships

Faculty of Architecture

Miss SHI Chen (Department of Urban Planning and Design)
Faculty of Education 
Miss PU Dai (Division of Speech and Hearing Sciences)

Miss RAMANUJAN Keerthi (Division of Speech and Hearing Sciences)
Miss CHEN Licui (Faculty of Education)
Mr LING Hua Loon (Faculty of Education)
Miss ZHAO Wenjun (Faculty of Education)
Miss FAN Mengjiao (Institute of Human Performance)
Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine 

Mr LAI Kin Kui (Department of Microbiology) 
Mr LI Yongli (Department of Microbiology)
Miss WONG Wing Sum (Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology)
Mr LEUNG Man Hong (Department of Pathology)
Mr XIAO Fan (Department of Pathology)

Mr WANG Yao (Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy)
Miss CHEN Lanfang (Department of Physiology)
Miss DING Jiahong (Department of Psychiatry)
Miss LI Yiming (Department of Psychiatry)
Miss LAM Wing Lok (School of Chinese Medicine)
Ms LAM Ka Wai Katherine (School of Nursing)
Faculty of Science

Miss LEUNG Ming Yi (Department of Chemistry)
Miss WAN Qingyun (Department of Chemistry)
Mr LI Yan Hei (Department of Earth Sciences)
Miss YU Fenghui (Department of Mathematics)
Jessie Ho Memorial Postgraduate Fellowships
Faculty of Architecture

Miss GUO Mengdi (Department of Urban Planning and Design)
Faculty of Business and Economics 

Mr LIU Yunan (School of Economics and Finance) 
Faculty of Engineering
Miss ZHANG Yuqi (Department of Mechanical Engineering)
Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine
Mr CHAN Kam Wa (Department of Medicine)
Lee Shau Kee Postgraduate Fellowships

Faculty of Architecture

Ms GAO Ying (Department of Real Estate and Construction) 
Faculty of Arts
Miss ZHAI Yue (School of Modern Languages and Cultures (American Studies)) 
Faculty of Business and Economics 

Mr MO Jiawei (School of Economics and Finance)
Faculty of Dentistry
Miss HAN Aifang 
Faculty of Education 
Miss HIEW Cha Kie
Faculty of Engineering
Mr LI Zhen (Department of Computer Science) 
Mr LIN Peng (Department of Industrial and Manufacturing Systems Engineering)
Faculty of Law
Miss ZHANG Xiaohan (Department of Law)
Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine
Mr LUK Tin Chi Steve (Department of Anatomy)
Mr PAN Wenqi (Department of Biochemistry)
Faculty of Science 

Ms WU Ruonan (School of Biological Sciences)
Faculty of Social Sciences
Mr SIGERSON Leif Lorenzo (Department of Psychology)
Philip K H Wong Foundation Postgraduate Fellowships

Faculty of Architecture
Mr ZHANG Xianchun (Department of Urban Planning and Design)
Faculty of Engineering
Miss ZHANG Cuiping (Department of Mechanical Engineering)
Hong Kong PhD Fellowships (2014-15)
The Hong Kong PhD Fellowship (HKPF) Scheme was established by the Hong Kong Research Grants Council (RGC) in 2009. The HKPF aims at attracting the best and brightest students across the world to pursue their PhD programmes in Hong Kong. 
Faculty of Architecture
Miss CHEN Bing 
(Department of Real Estate and Construction)
Mr WANG Xu 
(Department of Urban Planning and Design)
Faculty of Arts 

Miss YANG Yi 
(School of Chinese)
Miss WAEGEMAEKERS Eileen Renee 

(School of Humanities (Linguistics))

Mr CHUNG Yi Eun 

(School of Humanities (Music))

Ms COCCHIARO Mariangela Zoe 

(School of Humanities (Philosophy))
Faculty of Dentistry
Dr SAVOLDI Fabio 
Faculty of Education
Mr WRIGHT Ewan Thomas Mansell
Faculty of Engineering
Mr CHEN Long 
Mr CHEN Mantai 
Miss LIN Lin 
Miss MENG Boyang 
Miss WANG Fangying
(Department of Civil Engineering)
Miss LIU Lingjie

Mr YANG Yanpeng

(Department of Computer Science)
Miss CHEN Yun 
Mr GU Jiatao 
Miss LIU Heng
Mr SONG Yue 
Miss SU Lanlan 
Miss TAN Sisi 

(Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering)
Mr WU Zhangquan 
Miss XIAO Shenglan 
Miss XIE Xiaochen 
Mr ZHANG Zeyi 
(Department of Mechanical Engineering)
Faculty of Law
Miss AMESHEVA Inna Ilieva (Department of Law)
Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine
Miss RAO Yanxia 
(Department of Anatomy)
Miss WANG Li 
Mr XU Hang 

(Department of Biochemistry)
Ms MA Xiaoxu 

(Department of Medicine)
Ms SHEN Jiangshan 
(Department of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine)

Mr GAO Xuyuan 

(Department of Pathology)
Miss CHEONG Lai Yee
Mr FENG Tianshi 

(Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy)
Ms LIU Pingping 

(Department of Physiology)
Ms FENG Shuo
Ms LEUNG Sze Man 

(School of Public Health)
Faculty of Science
Mr WONG Chun Hei

(Department of Chemistry)

Mr CHING Tak Wing 
(Department of Mathematics)
Mr CHEN Junhao 
Mr SUN Jianlong 
(School of Biological Sciences)
Faculty of Social Sciences
Mr LEE Ka Shing 

(Department of Geography)
Mr BRUEGGEMANN Stephan
Ms HSU Shih Ju 
(Department of Psychology)
Miss JAYA GOPAN Temily Tianmay 

(Department of Sociology)
Mr LIU Xiaomeng
Mr WINIGER Fabian Valentin 
Mr WRIGHT Adrian James 
(Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences)
HKU – CAMBRIDGE HUGHES HALL SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME
Established to foster cultural and intellectual exchanges between students from The University of Hong Kong and the University of Cambridge, the Scheme supports HKU students to pursue MPhil degrees at Hughes Hall of University of Cambridge. The Scheme includes Doris Zimmern HKU-Cambridge Hughes Hall Scholarships, Edwin S H Leong Hughes Hall Scholarships and Tse Family HKU - Cambridge Hughes Hall Scholarships.
Doris Zimmern HKU- Cambridge Hughes Hall Scholarships (2014-15)
Miss CHAN Wing Yan (PhD, Faculty of Education)
Miss TO Lai Ming Helen (PhD, Faculty of Education)
Fulbright-rGC Hong KonG RESEARCH SCHOLAR AWARD PROGRAMME (2014-15)

Starting from the 2002-2003 academic year, the Research Grants Council, in collaboration with the United States Consulate-General in Hong Kong, launched the Fulbright Hong Kong Scholar Programme to support Hong Kong scholars to undertake research and teaching work in the United States.

Miss LAU Hi Po (PhD, Department of Psychology)

Mr WEN Haofu (PhD, Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering)
tHREE MINUTE THESIS COMPETITION AWARDS (2014)
The Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) Competition was developed by The University of Queensland, Australia in 2008. This is an academic competition that challenges research postgraduate (RPg) students to explain their research within three minutes to a general audience. The Knowledge Exchange Office and the Graduate School has jointly organized the HKU 3MT® Competition since 2011.
Champion and People’s Choice Award 
Ms LAU Gay Lei Carrie (PhD, Faculty of Education)
1st Runner-up and Online People’s Choice Award

Mr CHUNG Ming Long (MPhil, School of Biological Sciences)
2nd Runner-up
Mr DENG Zhuo (PhD, Department of Physics)

Li Ka Shing Prizes (2012-13)
The Li Ka Shing Prizes are highly competitive and the recipients are the best of our elite students.   
The Prizes were established in 1991.  Previously they were awarded every two years to one MPhil and one PhD student in the Faculties of Humanities and Science.  The number of prizes increased to two MPhil and four PhD students every year starting from 2005-2006.
Best MPhil thesis in the Faculties of Architecture, Arts, Business & Economics, Education, Law and Social Sciences

Miss WONG Kwan Lam (MPhil, Department of Geography)
Best MPhil thesis in the Faculties of Dentistry, Engineering, Medicine and Science

Mr WONG Hoi Kin (MPhil, Department of Medicine)
Best PhD theses in the Faculties of Architecture, Arts, Business & Economics, Education, Law and Social Sciences

Dr DE WIT Mattheus Maria (PhD, Institute of Human Performance)
Dr LI Jie (PhD, Department of Social Work and Social Administration)

Best PhD theses in the Faculties of Dentistry, Engineering, Medicine and Science

Dr LEUNG Yu Lut (PhD, Department of Chemistry)

Dr PENG Yu (PhD, Department of Computer Science)

Li Ka Shing Prizes (2012-13)

Best MPhil thesis in the Faculties of Architecture, Arts, Business & Economics, Education, Law and Social Sciences

Miss WONG Kwan Lam (MPhil)
Department of Geography
Thesis Title:

The Mitigating Effect of Substrate Depth on Green Roof Stormwater Discharge
Supervisor: 

Professor C.Y. Jim, Department of Geography
Miss Wong’s thesis covers invaluable original research into the mitigating effect of substrate depth on green roof storm water discharge. In exploring an original idea she has made an important contribution to broadening the understanding of green roof storm water performance and potential. Her study demonstrates independent scholarship and the capability to conduct rigorous scientific research. 
Through meticulously designed and executed field experiments, skilful data analysis, and thorough understanding of the relevant concepts, Miss Wong has made important findings which are new to science. They include development of an innovative way to monitor with a high  degree  of  accuracy  the  real-time  water  quantities  and  flows  of different compartments of the green-roof system, and she makes a major breakthrough in proposing a new Green-roof System Capacity Model. Miss Wong has discovered the recurrent reduction in peak discharge and prolongation in peak delay after the substrate reaches a high moisture level and she has ascertained the intricate influence of meteorological factors on hydrological performance. 
Miss Wong’s exceptional work has generated substantial international journal papers and conference presentations. Her research outputs are expected to influence the method and concept of future green-roof research. She has been awarded a Hong Kong PhD Fellowship which will enable her to continue research in this important field.
Li Ka Shing Prizes (2012-13)
Best MPhil thesis in the Faculties of Dentistry, Engineering, Medicine and Science

Mr WONG Hoi Kin (MPhil)
Department of Medicine
Thesis Title:

New Factors that Affect Adrenomedullin Expression
Supervisor: 

Professor B.M.Y. Cheung, Department of Medicine
Mr Wong’s thesis examines the role of advanced glycation end products, as well asgenetic factors, in the regulation of adrenomedullin (ADM) levels. His original work provides an overview of the relationship between ADM, adipokine and diabetes and makes a significant contribution to current understanding of ADM. Apart from in vitro studies, he utilized over 400 samples from the Hong Kong Cardiovascular Risk Factor Prevalence Study (CRISPS). 
ADM is a novel biomarker for cardiovascular diseases. As this molecule possesses vasco-regulatory, pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory properties, it is timely to conduct research to characterise its role in clinical disease especially diabetes.
The first part of the thesis examines production of ADM by murine macrophage cell line under the effect of advanced glycation end product which is associated with diabetes mellitus. The chapter opens up further studies on factors affecting ADM. That comes the second part of the thesis revealing that plasma ADM level is related to one selected SNP in the IL-6 gene. The third part of the thesis examines a few SNPs of adiponectin and shows that the minor allele was associated with ADM level particularly in patients with diabetes. 
Mr Wong has produced five first-authored papers during his MPhil and been an active attendee at international conferences. He is currently a PhD student in the Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy at The University of Hong Kong. 

Li Ka Shing Prizes (2012-13)
Best PhD theses in the Faculties of Architecture, Arts, Business & Economics, Education, Law and Social Sciences

Dr DE WIT Mattheus Maria (PhD)
Institute of Human Performance
Thesis Title:

Information over Function: A Reappraisal of the Perception-Action Model
Supervisors: 

Professor R.S.W. Masters, Institute of Human Performance
Dr J. van der Kamp, Institute of Human Performance
Dr De Wit’s thesis is of "outstanding quality" and makes a "unique contribution" according to the external examiners who praised his well-constructed research questions and well-conceived methodology. “The data are neatly presented and the candidate has worked hard to extract a sensible story from it. In short, the thesis is a clear, concise and entertaining read, which reflects the candidate's passion for his work.”
The thesis addresses an important current issue in the field of visual neurosciences, a long-debated issue regarding the functional architecture of the primate visual system. Dr De Wit’s thesis includes details of ingenious and original experiments designed to dissociate dorsal and ventral processing in a variety of ways. The experiments were praised as well-done and clearly conveyed, including the background, motivation, methods, results, and interpretations. Everything has been analysed in an appropriate way. This topic has stimulated an increasing body of research which Dr De Wit has reviewed, analysed and interpreted along with previous evidence and theories. The result is a very thorough and original reinterpretation that will clearly contribute to the literature, and should also result in multiple publications. Dr De Wit’s thesis is expected to make a valuable and influential addition to literature in this field.

Li Ka Shing Prizes (2012-13)
Best PhD theses in the Faculties of Architecture, Arts, Business & Economics, Education, Law and Social Sciences

Dr LI Jie (PhD)
Department of Social Work and Social Administration
Thesis Title:

Bereavement Guilt in Chinese Adult Children: The Conceptualization, Measurement, Risk Factors and Association with Grief Outcomes
Supervisors: 

Dr A.Y.M. Chow, Department of Social Work and Social Administration
Professor C.L.W. Chan, Department of Social Work and Social Administration
Dr Li’s thesis makes a substantial contribution to the understanding of bereavement guilt in Chinese adult children. Death and bereavement are inevitable experiences for all human beings, but as taboo topics they have been under-researched. In her highly original thesis Dr Li identifies an important gap in the field of grief research: guilt in bereavement. She conducted several studies, combining qualitative and quantitative research methods to develop a tool to measure the core concept. She also built up a preliminary model of guilt in bereavement among Chinese bereaved adult children. Dr Li actively participated in various academic activities including attending and making presentations at eight international academic conferences during her study. She joined an international visiting program for PhD students in the US, as well as winning a short stay fellowship for outstanding PhD students in the Netherlands.
Dr Li is currently an Assistant Professor at Renmin University of China, in the Department of Psychology, where she continues to conduct research in bereavement and loss, focusing on prevalence and risk factors in complicated grief among bereaved Chinese.

Li Ka Shing Prizes (2012-13)

Best PhD theses in the Faculties of Dentistry, Engineering, Medicine and Science

Dr LEUNG Yu Lut (PhD)
Department of Chemistry
Thesis Title:
Design, Synthesis and Functionalization of Luminescent Alkynylplatinum(II) Complexes of 
Tridentate N-Donor Ligands as Building Blocks for Metallofoldamers, Supramolecular Assemblies and Nanostructures
Supervisor: 

Professor V.W.W. Yam, Department of Chemistry
Dr Leung’s thesis contains the results of his research on the synthesis and characterization of new compounds and materials that have a wide range of interesting properties and behaviours. His findings are important for both basic research and applications. 
He has carried out extensive work in design, syntheses, photophysical properties and self-assembly of luminescent alkynylplatinum(II) complexes with tridentate N-donor ligands. His introductory chapter surveys the platinum chemistry, particularly the Pt(II) complexes with bidentate and tridentate ligands, and provides an overview of supramolecular chemistry. His extensive research, synthesis, characterization and analysis involve the supramolecular chemistry of alkynylplatinum(II) terpyridine complexes and other platinum(II) related systems. Their self-assembly would result in intriguing spectroscopic features, leading to drastic colour changes and luminescence enhancement. 
The work is highly original and provides new insights into the understanding of the control and manipulation of supramolecular non-covalent interactions and their assembly, such as folding and unfolding conformational changes relevant to protein folding, protein aggregation and the formation of helices relevant to the functions and disease-related phenomena of biological molecules, as well as the properties and performance of various kinds of molecular functional materials. The international importance of Dr Leung’s research can be judged by the number of seminal papers that he has published in high-impact SCI journals based on his PhD work, including 5 first-authored papers in journals like JACS, PNAS and Chem Sci. He is currently a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Chemistry at The University of Hong Kong, where he explores new areas of research in the field of molecular engineering for functional materials. The manipulation of molecular self-assembly would provide enormous potential use in material science, energy research, as well as supramolecular chemistry. 

Li Ka Shing Prizes (2012-13)

Best PhD theses in the Faculties of Dentistry, Engineering, Medicine and Science
Dr PENG Yu (PhD)
Department of Computer Science

Thesis Title:

Iterative de Bruijn Graph Assemblers for Second-generation Sequencing Reads
Supervisor: 

Professor F.Y.L. Chin, Department of Computer Science
Even before completion of his thesis, Dr Peng already had a considerable and growing reputation for his pioneering research work relating to the fundamental genome assembly problem. His thesis outlines innovative solutions to the central problem of short-read sequencing assembly of genetics and bioinformatics. The results of his experiments demonstrate the successful performance of his proposed methods compared to existing approaches.   
With advances in technology, namely Next-Generation Sequencing, biomedical research has moved into a new era in which a vast amount of genomic data (DNA or RNA) can be generated in a timely and cost-effective manner for large-scale analysis, enabling researchers to study cancers, diseases, ecosystems and even biofuel generation. 
Testimony to Dr Peng’s successful resolution of the major problems for de Bruijn graph assemblers can be judged by the total of over 250 citations from his publications over the past three and a half years. 
In addition to publications, Dr Peng has created the IDBA Suite, a set of de novo assembling software tools widely used by biological/medical researchers for genomic study. This remains one of the most comprehensive and effective sets of assembly tools for dealing with different types of genomic data. Its innovative impact can be judged from usage -- 5,000 downloads already. Over 50 groups of researchers from different countries have expressed interest in Dr Peng’s work.
Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)

Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student were established by the Graduate School in 2002 to give due recognition to research postgraduate students who have submitted a thesis of exceptional quality and demonstrated outstanding performance in other academic aspects.  Each year, not more than 10 students will receive this award among hundreds of students who have submitted their thesis during the specific academic year.
Miss CHAN Jane (MPhil, Department of Microbiology)
Dr CHEN Yongxi (PhD, Department of Law)
Dr CHENG Chuan (PhD, Department of Mechanical Engineering)
Dr CHUNG Chi Kei (PhD, School of Modern Languages and Cultures (European Studies))
Dr LI Kwai Hei (PhD, Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering)
Dr LIU Ming (PhD, Department of Clinical Oncology)
Mr MAN Hiu Yeung (MPhil, School of Chinese)
Dr PO Charlotte (PhD, Department of Chemistry)
Dr ZHANG Li (PhD, Faculty of Education)
Dr ZHOU Jingying (PhD, Department of Microbiology)
RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Miss CHAN Jane (MPhil)
Department of Microbiology
Thesis Title:

Molecular Epidemiology of Fosfomycin-resistant Escherichia coli From Humans and Animals
Supervisor: 

Dr P.L. Ho, Department of Microbiology
Miss Chan’s thesis covers her ground-breaking research in the relatively unexplored area of Fosfomycin-resistance. She also provides a thorough review of existing literature on this subject. 
The diminishing choice of antibiotics to treat Gram negative infection such as E.coli, has recently revived interest in Fosfomycin as a critically important antibiotic. Miss Chan’s research is of global significance as it reveals the extent of Fosfomycin-resistance in animals and humans. And it also highlights the potential ability of the resistant genes to spread within animal and human isolates and the interaction that might occur between animals and humans. 
This is the first such study on the prevalence of Fosfomycin resistance among E.coli strains in Hong Kong, and it provides important information for clinicians regarding the treatment of E.coli infection. 
Miss Chan’s findings are based on 1,711 urinary isolates and 167 blood clinical samples collected in multiple centres. In addition, the research covered a total of 2,106 animal fecal samples of 210 cattle, 214 pigs, 460 chickens, 398 stray cats, 368 stray dogs and 456 wild rodents. Miss Chan’s research reveals that similar resistance genotypes can be found in both animals and humans. In the course of her MPhil project Miss Chan co-authored three papers directly related to her research and three other co-authored papers. 
RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr CHEN Yongxi (PhD)
Department of Law
Thesis Title:

An Empty Promise of Freedom of Information? : Assessing the Legislative and Judicial Protection of the Right of Access of Government Information in China
Supervisors: 

Professor A.S.Y. Cheung, Department of Law
Professor H. Fu, Department of Law
Dr Chen’s thesis makes an original contribution to knowledge of the right to access government information under Chinese Law.  His research methodology included both legal doctrinal analysis and empirical studies. 
By combining legal, analytical, comparative, and empirical approaches, the thesis examines large quantities of textual sources concerning the right of access to government information in China. Dr Chen includes analysis of 169 judgments (2008-2010), and more than 1000 news reports on freedom of information litigation in China. He also reviews a wide range of legislation governing the disclosure of government information, including the Regulations on Open Government Information and the Law on Guarding State Secrets. The thesis touches on important areas of land expropriation, environmental protection, and public money use. Reflecting on interdisciplinary approaches, Dr Chen combines legal and political theories to study the important topic of freedom of information and to explore the gap between law and implementation. In addition, due to his legal training at Sun Yat-sen University, University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne in France, and The University of Hong Kong, his mastery of three languages (Chinese, English, and French) and understanding of both the civil law and common law systems have enabled him to conduct in-depth comparative and international legal study.
Dr Chen’s numerous awards including a French government scholarships granted on a competitive basis. He is now a Postdoctoral Fellow working mainly on privacy protection in the Greater China in the Department of Law at The University of Hong Kong. He has already updated his thesis and his manuscript accepted by the Ashgate Publishing. 

RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr CHENG Chuan (PhD)
Department of Mechanical Engineering
Thesis Title:

Electro-Chemo-Mechanics of Anodic Porous Alumina Nano-Honeycombs: Self-Ordered Growth and Actuation
Supervisor: 

Professor A.H.W. Ngan, Department of Mechanical Engineering
Dr Cheng investigated the growth process of anodic porous alumina nano-honeycombs through a combined modelling and experimental approach. In addition, he explored the potential of using this type of material in micro-actuation. The thesis benefits from his rare ability to be able to do well in both theoretical and experimental research. 
Dr Cheng developed an electrochemical model, wrote computer codes for its implementation, and was able to predict the self-similar growth of the nano-honeycomb structure during a certain processing window. He also conducted experiments to confirm his theoretical predictions. He discovered a novel actuation response of such nano-honeycomb structures upon electrical charging.
Part II of the thesis covers development of a method to quantitatively evaluate the self-ordering qualities and find optimum processing conditions. Part III studied the electro-chemo-mechanical actuations of anodic porous alumina. The new findings in this part demonstrate that porous alumina could be a new type of material for micro-scale actuator applications.
Dr Cheng’s research has led to the publication of a number of papers in top journals and the opportunity to further his work at the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign for half a year. In the summer of 2013 Dr Cheng was the youngest among a group of distinguished international speakers at a Gordon Research Conference in Hong Kong on "Nanomechanical Interfaces". His invitation was based on merit and the opportunity for the international committee to see his impressive research results. 

RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr CHUNG Chi Kei (PhD)
School of Modern Languages and Cultures (European Studies)
Thesis Title:

Repentance: The Jewish Solution to the German Problem
Supervisor: 

Dr C.R. Vogt, School of Modern Languages and Cultures (European Studies)
Dr Chung’s thesis makes a highly pertinent and timely contribution to a wider debate on the role of historical memory in the relations between states and the dynamics of repentance and reconciliation that are necessary to overcome entrenched animosities. He sheds light on the ideational and conceptual resources of Judaism that have allowed for a peculiar form of repentance to become the hallmark of German-Jewish/German-Israeli contemporary relations.  He unearths and sheds light on the concept of 'turning' as a self-referential  point of departure for painful yet important processes of coming to terms with past sin, violence, and brutality. 
The thesis is based on extensive and detailed research conducted in numerous archives in Europe. Its innovative conceptual approach and interdisciplinary breadth weave together historical and political strands, making a key contribution to the growing field of academic and scholarly interest in the so-called 'politics of memory' in Europe in general and Germany in particular. At the edges of the thesis is a concern with debates in East Asia and the highly informative contrast between the Japanese and the German cases. Dr Chung explicates the biblical notion of repentance in relation to German "coming to terms with the past" in the context of German and Jewish responses to the Holocaust. He also offers the intellectual resources of the Jewish tradition and the turning to it by the perpetrator as ''a viable blueprint for international reconciliation".  
RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr LI Kwai Hei (PhD)
Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering
Thesis Title:

Nanostructuring for Nitride Light-emitting Diodes and Optical Cavities
Supervisors:

Dr H.W. Choi, Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering
Professor F.F. Wu, Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering
Dr Li’s thesis work focuses mainly on his original research into the development of a practical nanofabrication approach, termed as nanosphere lithography (NSL). This is of great importance and interest in the nanofabrication, LED and solid-state devices communities. Dr Li convincingly proves that based on the self-assembling mechanism NSL can be used to create well-defined periodic pattern (2D photonic crystal) for enhancing the light extraction in LED, forming whispering-gallery mode (WGM) circular disk/ring laser microcavities, and for making micro-lens on flip-chip LED. 
His experimental results and theoretical analysis can be expected to enhance state-of-the-art design and fabrication of optical devices used in GaN-based photonic applications. After further optimization, this technology should be suitable for making light sources and other optical components in the future. 

Among other distinctions, in 2012, Dr Li was awarded a Sir Edward Youde Memorial Fellowship for Post­graduate Research. After graduation he joined McGill University, Canada as a Postdoctoral Researcher to pursue his research interests. He recently returned to The University of Hong Kong to join the team as a Postdoctoral Fellow funded under the university’s PDF scheme. The outstanding quality of Dr Li’s work is amply demonstrated by his highly impressive publication record. 

RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr LIU Ming (PhD)
Department of Clinical Oncology
Thesis Title:

Identification and Characterization of Novel Genetic Alterations in the Progression of Hepatocellular Carcinoma
Supervisor:

Professor X.Y. Guan, Department of Clinical Oncology
For his thesis Dr Liu focused on identification and characterization of novel genetic alterations which are important to the progression of human hepatocellular carcinoma.  His ability and passion in the field of cancer research is demonstrated in his excellent publication record (including three first-authored papers arising directly from his PhD project) in top international peer-reviewed journals and the numerous scholarships he was awarded during his postgraduate studies. As part of his research preparation, Dr Liu systematically mastered the genetics curricula, to ensure a solid theoretical foundation for his further research.
Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is one of the most frequent human malignancies worldwide with very poor prognosis. It is generally believed that accumulation of irreversible alterations in critical oncogenes and tumour suppressor genes during the long-term inflammation finally leads to the hepatocellular pathogenesis. Dr Liu has completed two major projects, both of which produced excellent works on novel genetic alterations in HCC. The novel findings in this thesis are important for understanding the role of SGK3 and OSGIN1 in liver cancer. The study makes a substantial contribution to the field of liver cancer research.
RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Mr MAN Hiu Yeung (MPhil)
School of Chinese
Thesis Title:

A Study of Cheng Minzheng’s Song Yi Min Lu
Supervisor:

Dr C.H. Hui, School of Chinese
Mr Man’s thesis focuses on the analysis of Cheng Minzheng's Song Yi Min Lu; he provides a detailed introduction to the historical background, editions and the motive for compilation of this book. As the first person to undertake such meaningful and systematic research, his thesis has already been hailed as the start of a new epoch in the study of Cheng Minzheng and also in the study of Song history in the Ming Dynasty.
Mr Man studies the political environment during Cheng's time and the figures surrounding him. He explores the cultural role of historians in the domains of a clan society and affairs of state and he vividly portrays the creativity and heritage of scholarly thought in the mid-Ming Dynasty.
The thesis provides innovative arguments on the basis of previous scholarly studies. Mr Man’s ideas break new ground as few scholars to date have adopted this historical perspective in deconstructing Ming Dynasty history.
Mr Man’s investigation of the sequences and clues found in previous historical documents and social networks is a carefully crafted piece of work. He has put a great deal of effort into comparing different editions in his research and his detailed explanation reveals a thorough understanding of Cheng's family tree.  
The recipient of a number of scholarships and awards, Mr Man has made presentations at conferences and turned his scholarly knowledge to good use in daily life. 

RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr PO Charlotte (PhD)
Department of Chemistry
Thesis Title:

Design, Synthesis and Spectroscopic Studies of Amphiphilic Platinum(II) Complexes with Tridentate N-donor Ligands - From Simple Molecules to Supramolecular Assemblies and Nanostructures
Supervisor:

Professor V.W.W. Yam, Department of Chemistry
Dr Po’s thesis makes a valuable contribution to the general field of metallo-assemblies and their use as functional materials and nanostructures.  The results obtained are important for both basic research and application. 
Dr Po's project addresses the design, synthesis and self-assembly study of new classes of luminescent amphiphilic alkynylplatinum(II) bis-benzimidazolyl-pyridine complexes and the exploration of their utilization as building blocks for supramolecular assembly. These amphiphilic platinum(II) complexes have been shown to exhibit strong aggregation in water to give highly ordered nanostructures; by systematic structural modification, various morphologies such as spherical and cylindrical micelles, vesicles and bilayer sheets have been obtained. The differences in molecular packing and morphology have been found to give rise to drastic changes in the absorption and emission spectra. Such changes have been utilized as a probe for the morphological transformation. 
Dr Po’s work is highly original and provides new insights into the understanding of the control and manipulation of supramolecular interactions and the importance of the various factors of hydrophobicity, hydrophilicity and non-covalent hydrogen bonding. These are very important for the advancement of understanding in the design of supramolecular nano-assemblies and nanostructures.
Four high-impact international SCI publications, including the prestigious Journal of the American Chemical Society (JACS), Chemistry - A European Journal and Chemical Science have already published first-authored articles based on Dr Po’s research.
RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr ZHANG Li (PhD)
Faculty of Education
Thesis Title:

Preschool Experience, School Readiness, Self-regulation, and Academic Achievement: A Longitudinal Study in Rural China
Supervisor:

Professor  N. Rao, Faculty of Education
Dr Zhang’s research is timely in the light of the Central government’s recent directive regarding construction of new kindergartens in rural villages in readiness for universal preschool education by the year 2020. The academic achievement gap between rural and urban children has been acknowledged for decades. This new educational policy has generated an urgent need for quality empirical research on the current conditions of rural preschool education to guide the implementation and adjustment of the policy.  

Using advanced statistical techniques, Dr Zhang came up with a new model which she presents in her thesis. To obtain an appropriate sample size, she piloted and developed measures of self-regulation and academic achievement and tracked children over time. This is not an easy task as it requires different developmentally and culturally appropriate tasks to assess children as they mature. She trained assessors and assessed the reliability and validity of these scales, staying in Western China for months under difficult conditions to collect her data.

RECIPIENTS OF THE Awards for Outstanding Research Postgraduate Student (2012-13)
Dr ZHOU Jingying (PhD)
Department of Microbiology
Thesis Title:

Efficacy and Mechanism of PD1-based DNA Vaccines in Enhancing HIV-1 Gag-specific Immunity
Supervisors:

Professor Z. Chen, Department of Microbiology
Professor B. Zheng, Department of Microbiology
Dr Zhou’s thesis describes how she designed and tested two new strategies for developing DNA vaccines against HIV-1. Development of an effective vaccine to prevent HIV infection has proven to be one of the greatest challenges in medical research during the past 30 years since HIV was discovered in humans. Different strategies have been tried in many studies but have so far met with little success. Dr Zhou’s thesis is based on original work and it helps to establish a new concept in HIV vaccinology. It has important implications in vaccine development and immunotherapy not only for HlV-1, but also for other pathogens.
The thesis presents results that show two vaccine strategies utilizing death-1 (PD-1) or its isoform to improve the immunogenicity of DNA vaccines for HIV-1 Gag p24 by acting on dendritic cells and other components of host immune response. This study provided convincing data to show the sPD1- p24fc vaccine is able to elicit high frequencies, broad reactive cytotoxic CD8+ T cells and robust antibodies to HIV antigen. The second vaccine described in this study involved the use of a novel isoform of PD1 previously identified in this lab. This study found isoform PD1 also enhanced immunogenicity of HIV vaccine in mice through a mechanism different to the PD1. This thesis has identified a novel strategy for engineering HIV vaccines through using PD1 or isoform PD1 as an adjuvant. 
In addition to one patent filed, Dr Zhou’s research has generated two first-authored papers in high-impact journals. She has received a number of local and international awards.
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